
“No other class 
requires a crew 
of around 30 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
sailors, managing 
more than 10,000 
square feet of 
sail, driving a 
200 ton hull at 16 
knots around the 
course”.
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RAINBOW BUILD PROJECT AT FULL SPEED

The RAINBOW replica build project is full speed ahead. 
Contracts have been signed for this great project and the 
deck is well advanced at Bloemsma Aluminiumbouw in 
Holland. Finishing will be at Holland Jachtbouw. The yacht 
is planned to be on the water for Autumn 2011. The deck is 
nearing completion already.

THE ULTIMATE RACING YACHTS

In the 1930s they were the ultimate racing yachts. 
Now, with advanced rigging, hydraulics, carbon 
masts, PBO ropes and electronic navigation systems, 
the new Js still represent the most competitive and 
demanding yachts in the world. 

Sailors just off TP52s and Volvo yachts declare 
their awe at the power, loading, size, skill and 
management required to race these monsters which 
are around 40 metres (140 feet) long and draw 5 
metres (16 feet).

The new “Hanuman” had her first race outing in 
May 2009 at the Newport Bucket event, in the USA.

Both “Ranger” and “Hanuman” used just their 
cruising sails and no spinnaker poles. “Hanuman” 
managed to cross the line in front of “Ranger” in 
both races.



ST TROPEZ - THE CHALLENGE RACE

SHAMROCK V sailed for the first time in the 
“Modern” fleet at Les Voiles de St Tropez and with 
very good results bearing in mind that she was 
packed with charter guests. She finished a very 
creditable 11th out of a fleet of 36 yachts.

Her new genoa certainly seems to have transformed 
her performance. In two of the races she finished 
7th against smaller modern race yachts, proving 
once again that the Js can sail well against modern 
race yachts with an IRC handicap.

MAXI YACHT ROLEX CUP 2009

VELSHEDA was the overall winner of  
Class 1 at the Maxi Yacht Rolex Regatta 
2009, Sardinia. 

It was a great result for her, against the 
best of the superyachts. She won with 
five straight first places sailed over a 
range of wind strengths from light winds 
up to 25 knots.



Hoek Design is involved in a string of J-Class projects. 
A highly sophisticated Velocity Prediction Program 
(VPP) was developed by our offi ce specifi cally 
geared to J-Class yachts and calibrated using 
tank tests and wind tunnel data. 
 
 
 Using this VPP software, we analysed all existing J’s 
and all those that might be built according to the 
present J-Class Association rules. The designs were 

also analysed by means of Computational Fluid 
Dynamics software, a study normally only carried 
out for America’s Cup and other high profi le racing 
yachts. This research gave us considerable insight 
into the speed potential and competitiveness under 
the new J-Class Association handicap rules of all J’s. 

The revival of the J-Class is also driven by the 
acceptance of aluminium as a hull material, which 
created an incredible new interest in these fabulous 
America’s Cup yachts of the 1930s. The fi rst yacht 
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Supporters Website:		
http://www.jclasssupporters.com	
Email: info@jclasssupporters.com

Associated websites:		
http://www.jclassyachts.com	
http://www.jclassart.com
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